
NCboatinglifestyle  :: 41

Rocky Mount
Reservoir

BY DEENA BOUKNIGHT

Making Reservations at

The Rocky Mount Reservoir in southern
Nash County is a perfect setting for year-
round waterfront living.

ncboatinglifestyle.com

I t was a severe drought experienced by
Rocky Mount in the fall of 1968 that
compelled city officials to begin thinking

about water conservation. The drought lasted
several months and resulted in areas of the Tar
River drying up. The citizens quickly began
conserving water, but a long-term solution was
needed.

Over the next few years, money was allocated
to build the Rocky Mount Reservoir. In 1971, at a
cost of $1.1 million, the Reservoir was completed.
It encompasses 1,859.5 acres, includes a major
creek, called Sapony, and holds 43 billion gallons
of water. Its deepest part is approximately 40 feet,
while the average depth is around 15 feet.

The Reservoir was built because the growing
community of Rocky Mount and surrounding
areas needed a dependable water source, but it
has become a favorite spot for boating, fishing,
hunting and waterskiing.



These homes are also in the 2,200-plus-square-foot range and sell
for $250,000 and up. There are six waterfront lots left in the first
phase. The developer is currently looking at expanding Briar Creek
with 60-plus lots on an adjoining property.

Davis, a builder since 1979, and his partner, Brian Deanhardt, a
builder since the late 1980s, formed Deanhardt & Davis in 1999.
They have concentrated much of their efforts on building fine-
quality custom homes on the Reservoir, but they also build along
the coast. The partners also own Wilson-Nash Properties, one of
the area’s largest real estate firms.

Davis believes that the Rocky Mount Reservoir is the ideal loca-

tion for residents living in Wilson, Rocky Mount or even Raleigh.
“Because of the new beltline, it’s only a 40-minute drive to

Raleigh,” he says. “And it’s convenient to Wilson ... only a 15-
minute drive, or Rocky Mount, only a 12-minute drive. Plus, you’re
two hours from the coast. It’s more about location than anything
else, but it’s also beautiful and one of the few places where you can
still walk out your back door and step onto your private boat dock
for lots of enjoyable activities on the water.�

Deanhardt & Davis
866.357.9011

www.deanhardtanddavis.com
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It is a pristine spot that is enjoyed by
homeowners and visitors alike. Local law
enforcement, as well as a full-time Reservoir
Warden, ensures that those using the lake
respect the rules regarding proper usage. In
an effort to protect the drinking water,
there are strict regulations against littering
as well as boating in certain areas.

Russ Davis, a partner in the general con-
tracting firm of Deanhardt & Davis in
Wilson, says that the Reservoir’s residential
opportunities were somewhat unknown for
many years. Then in the 1980s, one devel-
opment was established, called Windchase,
which attracted some area residents to
waterside living. In the 1990s, more people
relocated to homes on the Reservoir, and
the neighborhood became “built out.”

Another development soon followed,
called Lake Haven. Deanhardt & Davis
began building 2,000-plus-square-foot
homes in the area with prices starting at
$250,000. Although all the waterfront lots

in this neighborhood have been sold, there
are still interior lots available and home-
owners have access to the water.

Bill and Shirley Bowman, now retired
from jobs in Rocky Mount, were some of
the first to learn of the Lake Haven devel-
opment. They purchased a lot on the lake
and have been living in their home for eight
years. They were so thrilled with their lake-

side residence that they convinced other
friends and family members to build in the
neighborhood as well.

“We get together every Friday night,” says
Bill. “We go boating together, eat together.
Our road is quiet through the neighbor-
hood, so everyone walks. It’s so peaceful
and relaxing here. There are all kinds of
water birds ... geese, ducks, egrets, heron.
It’s a great place!”

Bill says he had desired to live on the
reservoir instead of finding a home on the
coast because it was close enough to Rocky
Mount and it was close to family.

“We’ve got about 60 percent retired living
here and about 40 percent working,” he
says.

Most recently, Deanhardt & Davis began
developing a new neighborhood called Briar
Creek. Owned by Briar Creek and
Associates, LLC., the first phase includes 49
lots, 32 of which have already been sold.
Twenty-eight homes have been constructed.

The Reservoir was built
because the growing commu-

nity of Rocky Mount and
surrounding areas needed a
dependable water source, but
it has become a favorite spot
for boating, fishing, hunting

and waterskiing.

More and more people are being attracted to waterside living
at Rocky Mount Reservoir because it is convenient to Wilson,
Rocky Mount and even Raleigh, only a 40-minute drive.

These Deanhardt & Davis 2,000-plus-
square-foot homes are in the Lake Haven

development on the reservoir.

Besides boating, Rocky Mount Reservoir is
a favorite spot for other outdoor activities,

such as fishing and hunting.


